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Appointment of consultants to undertake an update to the Gypsy 
and traveller and travelling show people accommodation (GTTA) 
needs assessment for the Central Lancashire Local Plan and 
support in development of policies relating to this for the Local 
Plan 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To seek approval to appoint Arc 4 to undertake an update to the Gypsy and traveller 

and travelling show people accommodation (GTTA) assessment for central Lancashire 
to inform the development of the preferred Options consultation for the new Local 
Plan.  
 

2. To seek approval to procure additional support from Arc4 to in assist in the preparation 
preparing of the Local Plan through the development of a Topic Paper and policy 
support in regards to the GTAA work. 
 

3. To justify the approach of a direct award to ARC4 for this work.  
 
Recommendations 
 
4. To approve appointment of Arc4 by direct award to undertake this work at a cost of 

£10,000 (plus VAT), to be split 3 ways across the three Councils. 
 
Reasons for recommendations 
 
5. This work is needed to enable the Local Plan work to progress to Preferred Options. 
 
Alternative options considered and rejected 
 
6. To continue to rely on the existing evidence prepared in 2018/2019. It was considered 

this was not appropriate as it does not reflect the current need position for traveller 
provision across Central Lancashire and since the last assessment was undertaken, 
different approaches to meeting the need for transit facilities have emerged nationally 
which may be of relevance to Central Lancashire.  
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Executive summary 
 
7. This report details the proposal to appoint Arc4 to assist in updating the existing 

evidence base for the Local Plan. The last update was undertaken in 2019 and to 
ensure this report is up to date for plan making purposes, a review of the work 
competed in 2019 is required.  
 

8. In addition, the report details the work Arc4 will be undertaking to support the delivery 
of the Preferred Option consultation for the Local Plan to enable that work to progress 
to preferred Options stage for consultation this year.  

 
Corporate priorities 
 
9. The report relates to the following corporate priorities: 
 

Involving residents in improving their 

local area and equality of access for all 

A strong local economy 

Clean, safe and healthy communities An ambitious council that does more to 

meet the needs of residents and the 

local area 

 
Background to the report 
 
10. Arc4 were appointed in 2018 to review the GTAA which had been prepared to support 

the Central Lancashire Core Strategy in 2015 in light of changes following the 
introduction of the NPPF and the agreement to work jointly on the preparation of a 
Local Plan for Central Lancashire, moving away from the approach in the Core 
Strategy which had committed to preparing a separate Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Show People DPD.  
 

11. In addition, Cabinet agreed on the 24th February to secure additional support for the 
preparation of the Local Plan via direct appointment of targeted support to consultant 
currently supporting this programme of works, Arc4 where identified as one of the 
consultants to be used in this manner to support on policy areas relating to the GTTA. 

 
Appointment of Arc4 
 
12. As we are progressing the Local Plan, we need to ensure the evidence base 

supporting it is up to date and compliant with NPPF. The position on the need for 
provision for specific needs of gypsy and travellers has not been reviewed since that 
time, and it is unclear if that need (and how it was proposed to me met)  remains the 
same,  as such it is proposed to do a targeted up date to the GTAA report at this time. 
 

13. Arc4 have provided support in the preparation of a GTAA for the Central Lancashire Local 
Plan since 2015. They have, during this time, established relationships with the key 
stakeholders in the area and are well placed to undertake a targeted updated to the 
existing report. 
 

14. As Arc4 have provided the previous updates, this means reviewing the evidence 
underpinning this work is a simpler task than appointing a new consultant to review their 
work and start a new process off. This therefore offers a quicker, more cost-effective 
approach to this work, presenting best value to the council. 
 



15. Furthermore, Cabinet agreed on the 24th February to an approach of contracting existing 
consultants to support the Local Plan team in preparing the Local plan.  This support is 
targeted to those consultants with specialist knowledge on specific topics who are already 
preparing key areas of evidence for the Local Plan.  This includes the topic of gypsy, 
traveller and travelling show people requirements. Arc4 are therefore also being proposed 
for use in providing additional support in preparing a set of draft policies for the local and 
a topic paper on the issue of gypsy and traveller requirements 
 

16. It is also noted that Arc4 have experience of working with the 3 councils for several years 
now, therefore they are well placed to understand the particular issues facing the area 
which a new contractor may not be aware of.  They are also specialist in this field and will 
be able to provide much needed support in this area of policy development and will 
enable us to start work quickly to progress the development of the Local Plan, as such, a 
direct appointment to Arc4 this work is considered justified. 

 
17. There are very few consultants who specialise in this area of planning, as such going out 

to the open market for this work may not generate additional bids, and will add further 
costs and time burden to the council in procuring via this route. Therefore there are clear 
benefits in awarding this work directly to Arc 4 in conjunction with updating the evidence 
base. 
 

18. The total cost of the work is £10,000 plus VAT for all elements including the update to the 
GTAA and will be shared across the 3 councils.  As this work is the for the 3 councils, the 
cost is also shared across all 3. 

 
Climate change and air quality  
 
19. The work noted in this report does not impact the climate change and sustainability 

targets of the Councils Green Agenda and all environmental considerations are in place. 
 
Equality and diversity 
 
20. This report will have no impact on Equality and diversity 
 

Risk 
 
21. Not contracting this work now could lead to policies in the Local plan being developed on 

out of date evidence raising soundness issues for the Local Plan. As such it is considered 
necessary to ensure we understand the needs associated with the GTAA to plan 
accordingly. 

 

Comments of the Statutory Finance Officer 

22. The cost of £3,333 can be covered by the local plan budgets. 
 
Comments of the Monitoring Officer 

23. This is a low value procurement and would not usually require an executive decision. 
However, as the contract is to be split between 3 councils an executive decision is 
appropriate for transparency. 

 
There are no background papers to this report 
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Following careful consideration and assessment of the contents of this report, I approve the 
recommendation(s) contained in Paragraph 2 of the report in accordance with my delegated 
power to make executive decisions. 
 

 
Councillor Alistair Bradley 
Executive Member for Economic Development and Public Service Reform         Dated 4/4/22 
 
This decision will come into force and may be implemented five working days after its 
publication date, subject to being called in in accordance with the Council’s Constitution. 


